
English 11: Honors 

Summer Reading Assignment  

  

 

11th Grade Honors Summer Reading Selections – read one selection: 

 

1.   The Sun Also Rises    Ernest Hemingway  

2.   The Bell Jar     Sylvia Plath 

3.   Slaughterhouse Five    Kurt Vonnegut  

4.   The Heart is a Lonely Hunter   Carson McCullers    

5.   The Awakening    Kate Chopin 

6.   The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  Rebecca Skloot 

7.   Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister  Gregory Maguire 

 
 

The book you read will be used for an in-class project after you return to school.  
 

  

What you will be doing: 
 

As a group, determine the underlying quality that defines the American character in the book you read. In other 

words, create a thesis that highlights the trait shown in this piece that makes the American unique among other 

nationalities of the world.  You will create a presentation that expresses this thesis and includes five examples that 

support it.   

 

Why you are doing this: 
 

In this American Literature class, you will be touching on four hundred years of literature that reflects our growth as 

a nation and as a people.  Before we jump into the selections for this semester, you should examine your own 

perceptions about being part of, as Walt Whitman calls it, “our experiment of democracy.”  Each selection that you 

read has contributed to the creation of the American character.  Understanding your own perceptions about what an 

American is, will help you understand the selections and the contributions these writers have made in creating the 

twenty-first century American. 

 

How you are doing this: 

 

1.  You will be placed into groups at the beginning of the school year. 

2.  With your group members, develop a single thesis statement that highlights the unique quality that defines the      

American personality in the work you read. 

3.  Brainstorm five examples of that quality as expressed in the selection of your choice. 

**Steps 2 and 3 will be completed in class.  Each group has a total of twenty minutes to complete 

these steps. 
4.  Find and incorporate a creative way to present each of the five examples.  We will discuss options in class. 

5.  During your presentation, explain the way each example used in the visual helps define your concept of the 

American character. 

5.  The project will be started in class and a due date will be given within the first two weeks of school to complete 

any text and the visual for the presentation. 

 


